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scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 
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the scene: Prince of Wales is an island of 


immense proportions. It is the third largest 
island in the United States and its 990-mile 
coastline is nicked and notched with countless 
bays, coves, bights, arms, inlets, points and 
gulfs. Its fog shrouded mountains and valleys 
have an aura of mystery about them, for even 
though Prince of Wales has long been the 
traditional home for the Thlingit and Haida 
Indians and more recently the home of 
miners, loggers and commerical fishermen, 
little is known about the island outside of its 
southeast Alaska neighborhood. It is an is- 
land of large trees, scenic beauty, and an 


bg interesting and varied array of fish and wild- 
*t pa life. Its streams yield salmon, steelhead, and 
# ay other trout species, large in both size and 

& rm = en numbers. However, before you are mislead, 
5 a a Ft Prince of Wales Island is not a fenced off 
= A> = se showplace where every effort is made to pre- 
Co) = & serve it with a hands-off policy and restricted 
= & 3 | 32 use. Oh no, Prince of Wales is a beautiful is- 
Tee land with a history of logging, mining and 


commerical fishing that dates back over a 
el century. Prince of Wales Island, for all its 
mystery, remoteness, and general inaccessi- 
bility shows the result of man’s presence most 
dramatically. 


the road system: The roads you drive 


on as you explore Prince of Wales are the re- 
sult of many years of planning. On No- 
vember 9, 1974, the Alaska State ferry 
“Chilkat” docked at Hollis and established 
the first link in surface transportation bet- 
ween Ketchikan and the communites of Craig, 


as? 


Klawock, and Thorne Bay. The Prince of 
Wales road system got its start on July 24, 
1951, when the Forest Service awaided the 
Ketchikan Pulp Company a 50-year timber 
sale contract. Hollis was chosen as the site 
for the first large logging camp in Alaska 
and on June 30, 1955, one-half mile of 
the highway was constructed. The first 11 
miles of this highway from Hollis were con- 
structed in progressive stages by the Ket- 
chikan Pulp Company and the Forest Service 
from 1955 to 1962. The Alaska Department 
of Highways completed the tie-in link with 
Klawock in 1969. On July 5, 1974, the Forest 
Service opened the Big Salt Road which 
connected the extensive Thorne Bay logging 
road system with the Craig-Klawock-Hollis 
road. 

: Prince of Wales Island offers the 
visitor an excellent opportunity to enjoy out- 
door recreation. There are many miles of 
roads which provide vehicle access or which 
can be used as trails. This booklet endeavors 
to point out (in the milepost section) the 
many areas that can be used as parking spots 
and for camping. The. visitor will probably 
enjoy his trip more if he has a self-contained 
_ recreation vehicle, but a tent will do the job 
as long as he is aware of and prepares for the 
many inches of rain that. fall’ on the island. 


There are no,.areas closed . te camping on... 
‘Prince of Wales. However, because of ‘the 
lack , of developed » facilities ‘there. are no ‘3 *: 
garbage cans or garbage collections. Please a 


at bea burn. Wee to wae your a a 
s clean or ston than when you 


a Rather. than. “concentrate recreation * ‘use. 
developed sites, the Forest Service encourage: 
dispersed recreational use over the tot: ea 
_ The opportunity and access is provided mn 


it is up to the visitor to. decide where and 
how he is. going to take advantage 0 cate 


the forest The forests of this island 


are typical of the rain forests of coastal 


WS 


southeastern Alaska. Sitka spruce and 
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western hemlock are the species you will 


H, 


see most frequently with some mountain 
hemlock, western red cedar, Alaska yellow 
cedar, shore pine and Sitka and red alder 
thrown in for variety. Below is a brief 
description of the major tree species and a 


/l 


A “~~ 


™~ \ 
ISS 
ie IQS 


Li Sos 
PP, 


sketch to assist you in identifying them. 


A sitka spruce This is the largest and one 
of the most valuable trees in Alaska and is the 
State Tree. Its wood is the principal saw tim- 
ber of southeast Alaska and it also produces 
high quality wood pulp. You will find Sitka 
spruce from sea level to timberline but it 
grows mainly at altitudes below 1,500 feet. 
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westem hemiock This is the most 


abundant and one of the most important 
trees in Alaska. Its wood provides pulp for 
rayon and other products. 


western redcedar tis tree has play. 


ed an important part in the native culture 
of the island. The Indians of southeast Alaska 
used cedar for their totem poles, dugout 
canoes, and houses. Today it is widely used 
for shingles and shakes. . 


mountain hemlock 


durable and aromatic wood which smells like 
raw potatoes. It is easily worked and takes a 
beautiful finish. Indians of southeast Alaska 
used Alaska cedar for their canoe paddles. It 
is valuable today for window frames, exterior 
doors, pilings, poles, and novelty items. 
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shore pine 


The range of 
Mountain hemlock ‘extends from sea level to 
3,500 feet. Its wood and the uses for it are 
very similar to that of western hemlock. It 
grows in deep peat muskegs in association 
with shore pine. 
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This is the common pine 
found throughout southeast Alaska and is of- 
ten a low spreading or shrubby tree. It is 
common in open muskegs of peat moss or on 
benches near lakes. 
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This species follows dis- 


turbances such as logging or landslides, as it 
requires a mineral soil seed bed which is too 
sterile for other trees. In this regard, alder 
(both Sitka and red) acts as a nurse tree for 
the conifers by improving soil conditions and 
adding organic matter and nitrogen. The 
wood is used as fuel and for smoking fish. 


red alder This tree is commonly found 


throughout southeast Alaska on stream bot- 
toms with rich, rocky, moist soils and also 
along beaches. With Sitka alder, it comes in 
along roadsides and where the ground is dis- 
turbed after logging. Alder is a problem in 
road maintenance, requiring continual clear- 
ing of shoulders and side slopes. Red alder 
wood is presently of little economic im- 
portance in Alaska even though it does grow 
to be a small to medium-sized tree. Its wood 
is used in smoking meat and fish and for 
wood carving. 


B 
logging Timber harvesting on the island 


dates back over 100 years. Notches in the 
great moss covered stumps you see along the 
roadside are evidence of the old style, spring- 
board logging. The logger stood on a spring- 
board which was driven into a notch cut in 
the base of the tree. From there he felled the 
tree using an axe and a crosscut saw. Only 
the best trees were selected for cutting by this 
method and most of them were used as float 
logs in fish traps. Once the tree was cut 
down, the logs were slid into the water, us- 
ually by a boat, and then towed to where 
they were to be used. As the years passed 
more modern and economical methods of 
timber harvest were developed. 


Research results show that Sitka spruce, a 


x 


désirable wood for lumber and pulp, needs 


ht and space to grow and reproduce | 
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As you leave the ferry at Hollis and start your 
island drive, you will see large clearcut blocks. 
Most of the cuts seen from the road were log- 
ved between 1956 and 1960. Check the 
young trees growing in these cutover areas; 
see how much they are growing every year, 
count how many of them are in a square 
yard. 


Logging has played and will continue to play 
an important role in the development of 
Prince of Wales Island. The ferry terminal 
ee ob % Ra es Hollis is adjacent to the site of the 
ing ee p and ‘where logs were dumped 
: moved to Thorne 


constructed to 
s to the water 


a wild flowers Many beautiful wild 


flowers abound on Prince of Wales Island. 
Anyone planning to visit should bring a good 
book on wild flowers such as “Wild Flowers 
of Alaska” by Christine Heller. This will add 
to your enjoyment. See how many you can 
find as you explore the nooks and crannies 
of Prince of Wales. 


ilalif 
WI e Wildlife on Prince of Wales Is- 


land is generally typical of that found on 
other islands in southeast Alaska. Sharp- 

eyed travelers might see black bear, Sitka 
tice blacktailed deer, beaver, marten, mink, land 
otter and timber wolves. It is estimated that 
there are more wolves on this island than in 
all the other 153 National Forests combined. 
Geese, ducks, swans, and other waterfowl use 
the many lakes and ponds as nesting and rest- 
ing areas. Sweetwater Lake is a good place to 
observe swans during winter months. Some 
of the typical Alaska wildlife that are absent 
from Prince of Wales are the moose, caribou, 
mountain goat, Dall sheep and the brown 
bear. 


Calypso 
Orchid 


Bunchberry 


For you bird watchers, the island offers an 
interesting challenge. Most of the 227 difer- 
ent kinds of birds that are common to south- 
east Alaska are found on Prince of Wales. 
Armed with a bird guide and a pair of bino- 
culars, you can pass away many pleasant 
hours discovering and identifying them. See 
how many you can spot as you enjoy your 
trip. 
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fish 
IS Prince of Wales Island is justly famous 


for the great numbers and sizes of trout and 
salmon found in its lakes and streams. Fish 


found lurking in the pools and riffles or sulk- 
ing in the depths of the lakes are: Dolly 


Varden char, rainbow, steelhead and cut- 
throat trout and silver and red salmon. Other 
salmon commonly found in the island streams 
are the pinks or humpies and the dogs or 
chums. 


A State fishing license is required for anyone 
over 16 years old who desires to fish either in 
fresh or saltwater. Below is a guide to some 
of the fine angling spots found along the road 
system. This information was compiled by 
data furnished by the Division of Sport Fish 
of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 
Depending on the species, good fishing hegins 
in mid-April and extends through September. 
Fish are caught on a variety of flies, spinners, 
lures, and natural bait. You face a real 
challenge in using all the tricks in your tackle 
box to find out what the fish are hitting. 

Gy ‘Good luck and good fishing. 


key fishing sites 
along the 
prince of wales 


road system 
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Maybeso Creek —@—@—__—_@—_-® 
Hanis River —@—@@—___ @ @© 
No Name Creek ——_@—@—____________@ 
Three-Mile Creek —______——_}—__———@ 
Halfmile Creek —__g—_@_____—____-_- ® 
Klawock Lake —@—@—_@—_@ ©-@-@ 


‘Hatchery Creek —_@—-@ CY _® 


~ Klawock River 


—@—@ @-_® © @©® 
Black Bear Creek —-@—@————_@_@-@-@ 
Steelhead Creek pa weg her aren tee 


Big Salt Lake 
Honker Lake 
Barnes Lake 
Log Jam Creek 
Shaheen Creek 
Control Lake 
Control Creek 
Balls Lake 

Rio Roberts 
Rio Beaver 
Goose Creek 
Thorne River 
Falls Creek 


Gravelly Creek’ ef Oh id 


Black Bear Lake 


Lake St. . Nigolas Par ee 


DV = Dolly Varden 
SH = Steelhead 


SS = Silver aise 


CT = Cutthroat 
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| There are no paved 


roads on! Prince of Wales Island. You are ad- 
vised any a a spare tire or two due to the 
_rough r ‘aces on these roads and lack of re- 
pair fac ities. Service stations are scarce and 
for your well-k -being and ease of mind, we sug- 
gest that ‘you carry extra gas (in safety cans) 
ell as a basic tool kit and a first aid kit. 


oad ‘connecting Hollis, Klawock and 
is a State highway and is regulated by 
laws. | ‘ 


Generally the road will be open but, due to 

various reconstruction and improvement pro- 
jects you might experience delays. Most of 
the roads tributary to the State highway are 
Forest Developement Roads. Each road will 


be posted with signs stating any special 
restrictions that apply to that road. 


Some roads such as the Thorne Bay road 
will be open both to public and logging 
traffic. Oversized trucks may be permitted on 
these roads. Most of the Forest Service 
roads on Prince of Wales are single lane with 
wider ‘spaces called “turnouts” placed at 
intervals. -where one vehicle pulls over to 
the side and” allows another vehicle to drive 
past 


oads are not constructed to a standard 
ermit. both public” and logging traffic 
t the ame time. These roads will be closed 
while ‘log I hauling is being conducted but will 
be open to the Public at other times. 


and roads: mere logging SpetaliOnG directly. 


Baad under construction or reconstruction a 


=") 


You are urged to use extreme caution as a 
moment of inattention may result in a vehicle 
in the ditch or even worse. Good defensive 
driving practices are a must for a safe, plea- 
sent trip. Remember to drive carefully and 
please observe posted speed limits. 


Prince of Wales Island is rich in resources, and 
in cultural and historical values. It is a dy- 
namic area undergoing changes. And it is a 
place for you to explore and discover for 


vourself. 
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Hollis ferry terminal. This Prince of Wales 
terminus of the Alaska ferrry once had a 
larger population than Ketchikan. At the 
turn of the century, it was a gold mining town 
of several hundred with a post office. The 


town was named for a miner, Hollis White, 
who built a big house near the beach in Hollis 


Bay. Mining _ played out at the beginning of 
World War nit and very few traces remain 


\ haul equipment ate tiNa I 
| \ gold out) that are:still barely, visible, you can 
\ | still find old machinery, tools, “equipment, 


wag 
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tunnels, remains of cabins and other buildings 
from the boom town days of Hollis. As you 
prowl around through the alder thickets and 
devils club, you can almost see the turn-of- 
the-century prospector with his red felt hat, 
in black stagged pants and knee-high boots 
with a look of anticipation that the next 
swing of his pick would yield the ‘Mother 
Lode.” 


13 


As you leave the terminal area, the road 


passes through a young stand of timber that ° 


is growing on what was the old Hollis town- 
site. In 1953, Hollis again became a thriving 
town as the Ketchikan Pulp Company logging 
camp was located there. After logging in 
Harris River and Maybeso Creek valleys was 
completed, the entire “town” moved to 


Thorne Bay in 1960. Today, a few people | 
live close to Hollis but no community or 


i 


facilities exist. 


(2) mp 07.B0.2) 


View of Hollis anchorage ‘on -left.-.The. 
building is an old pile driver Which was ~ 


brought in to drive piles for the construction. 
~of a log storage’ area, The project proved. to. 
be unfeasible and the driver was abandoned, | 


mp.11(29.8) — 


Road to right leads up Maybeso Valley and — 


the Maybeso Experimental Forest. Here the oe 2 
“research arm of the Forest Service. conducted _ 


‘studies regarding the effects. of clearcut — 


“logging on ‘salmon. Currently; studies are” Re 


Se being carried on to determine the effective~.. 


“ness” of thinning. ‘There are no facilities in < 


ss Maybeso Valley. 


4.3 (29.6) 


- Halfmile Creek crossing. 


 @mpr4ae) 


Tote road ¢ to night leads to mouth of Halfmile 


: Junction. 


pools. Walking along the streambed is re- 
commended due to the difficulty walking 
along the banks because of the brush and 
debris. 


=a Road passes through old Hollis townsite. 
Trees were cut to provide firewood for the 
‘ town. The trees you are viewing are sixty 


years old. 


p.2.2(28,7) 


Std ess cross roads. Road to left leads to 
' Hollis angi nase residences. 4 is still ee 


“Maybeso bridge has a) ee ~ 


(7)mp.4.3 (266) 


Road to left leads to Harris River about .8 
miles from main road. Bridge across Harris 
River is passable by foot and trail bike but 
not with a vehicle. The spur road across the 
river provides access to lower Harris River and 
Indian Creek. There are two spots suitable 
for camping before you reach the bridge. 


The Forest Service is doing a stand density 
study along the left-hand side of this road. 
This study has a three-fold purpose; (1) 
to establish growth and yield tables to pre- 
dict growth in managed stands; (2) to transfer 
growth to fewer and better trees - in other 
words help Mother Nature by selecting the 
best trees growing on the site; and (3) to 
determine the best spacing to use in thinning. 


The study area consists of four 1 acre plots. 
Three plots were thinned and one was left 
unthinned, as a control. The control plot 
contains about 5500 trees per acre with an 
average diameter of 1.5 inches DBH. One 
plot was heavily thinned (16’ X 16’ spacing). 
After thinning the average diameter changed 


from 1.5 inches to 3.5 inches DBH and the . 


number of trees per acre fell from about 
7920 to 170. Another plot was thinned to 
a spacing of 12’ X 12’. The average dia- 
meter, after thinning, changed from 1.8 
inches DBH to 2.7 inches. The number of 
trees per acre fell from about 5280 to 300. 
The third plot was thinned to a spacing of 
8’ X 8’. After thinning, the average diameter 
changed from 1.8 inches DBH to 2.6 inches 
and the number of trees per acre fell from 
about 3100 to 680. An interesting figure 


to keep in mind is that a fully stocked stand 
of sawtimber has about 65 trees per acre at 
harvest time. One can readily see that a 
clearcut area will adequately regenerate 
and, also, that even a heavy thinning will 
leave about twice the numbers of trees 
needed in the final cut. 


Each of the 1/5 acre plots contain subplots 
which are part of an understory vegetation 
study to determine which plants are growing 
in the plots before thinning and which ones 
will grow in them after thinning. The purpose 
of this vegetation study is to find out which 
wildlife foods will become available in the 
semi-open conditions of a managed stand. 


You are welcome to walk through the plots. 
See how many trees were cut and count 
the numbers of trees left. Also, an examina- 
tion of this area will give you a good idea 
of what an average clearcut looks like 15 
years after it is logged. 

Harris River is an excellent sport fishing 
stream with a run of steelhead beginning in 
mid-April and salmon and Dolly Varden runs 
in mid-July. The gravel bars along the middle 
Harris provide easy walking but the dense 
growth of young trees along the upper and 
lower Harris make access difficult. 


4.7 (26.2) 


The ‘‘green-worm”’ viewed across Harris River 
Valley is actually a ribbon of red alder which 
is growing along the old logging road. Alder 
acts as a “‘nurse”’ tree for the young spruce 
and hemlocks by providing nutrients and an 
organic material seed bed. 


5.3 (25.6) 


Good view of Hollis anchorage. 


Spur road to left lea 
passes through old rock crus er site which is 
level and is an excellent campsite. Good fire- 
wood and a water source are ear 
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Boundary of Native 
area and National Forest. 


13.1018) , ’ y 
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Road parallels 


corporation selection 


No Name Creek ‘crofsing. Silver ‘salmon 
(€oho) can be seen) ) spawning, in_the cree 
in late summer. i 
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Klawock Lake, a 7 smile long lake which offers™ P. 


fine sport opportunities. Fishing i is best at the 
mouths of the tributary streams, especially \ 
Hatchery and No Name Creek. King-size rain- 
is can reportedly be caught by trolling 


49 (16.0) 


Large parking area to left. Good place to 
camp and park. Creek flowing through area 
provides a good water supply. 

16.3 (14.6) 

Scenic view at wayside overlooking Klawock 
Lake. 


43) mop. 191 (11.7) 


Mile Creek offers limited sport fishing 
cpportunities. Silver salmon (coho) may be 
caught in mid-August. 


19.2 (11.7) 


Large quarry area to right suitable for camp- 
ing. 
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Halfmile Creek is small and lacks deep pools. 
Sport fishing opportunities are limited. 


71.45) 


Start of old state construction. 

Boat Iginching site for cartop boats and 
canoes only. Large parking area. Good spot 
to boat over to Hatchery Creek. 


... Hatchery Creek is accessible only by canoe 


or cartop boat. This stream offers excellent 


77.24 a1) in its lower 1/4 mile. 

22.2 (8.1 

Driveway to right leads to a good place to 
camp in and fish the Klawock River. This is 
an excellent sports fishing stream accessible 
from the road. Steelhead runs start in mid- 
April and also mid-October. Salmon begin 


their runs in mid-July. This is considered a 


difficult-stream to fish because of its rocky 


bottom. Many boys from Klawock earn 


spending money by retrieving lost lures and 
selling them. 
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ehaue hemlock. ek and olin 
These products are shipped to Japan and the 

_ Pacific Northwest. 
\ Scaniene view y of Klawock Inlet. Note the in- 
betes tine rck formations in the cliff along- 


located heré. 
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which is a Thlingit 
na | pominunity pith ff “fine display of 


“Turn rig at ‘for Klawock; 


The economy of the community is 
ishing, which ‘has payed a major 


Short road to left provides access to a place 
to camp. 
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Start of Big Salt road. State maintenance 
shed on left and snack bar with gas pump on 
the right. 


04(33.9) 


Fishing tackle, boat rental and gift shop. 


0.53.8) 


Lodge; dining and overnight accommodations. 


(2)mp 12.834) — 


Road passes through a large muskeg area — 
bordered on right by beaver ponds. A good 


spot to see nesting and resting Canadian 
geese. 


20 23) 


Site of road construction camp provides a ‘ 


place to camp. 


Road to left leads to Klawock airstrip. Good 
place to. camp on strip apron. 


Le 


Parking on left. Place to camp. 


@mp. 4.0 (30.0) 


Scenic vista provides panoramic view of Big 
Salt Lake and mountains. 


4.5(30.0) 


Parking area provides piace to camp. 


6)mp.53 (29.2) 


Small unnamed lake. Good fishing for cut- 
throat trout. | 


8.7 (25.8 


_ Big Salt Lake. Good place to launch a cartop 
boat or a canoe. 


Big Salt Lake is a tidal lake about 6 miles 


to look for waterfowl and wildlife. 


on the tideflats almost anytime. In the 
evening, black bears and an occasional timber 
wolf might be seen. __ 


long. It is visible in several places from the a 


The wreckaze of a military “Snooper” plane 
can be seen across the lake from this point. 
The crash occurred in 1969, as the plane was 
enroute to Vietnam. The entire crew survived 
the crash. 


Another attraction on Big Salt Lake is the 
public cabin which is available by reservation 
only, located on the west shore of the lake. 
It is accessible by canoe or cartop boat from 
the road or by a short airplane ride from 


eo Klawock. Streams flowing into Big Salt Lake 
Ducks, _ 
geese, shorebirds and bald eagles can be seen — 


offer excellent fishing for steelhead, cut- 
throat, and rainbow trout, and Dolly Varden 
char. Four species of salmon enter the lake 
and its tributaries. 


8.9(25.6) 


Big Salt Lake. Good place to launch a cartop 
boat or canoe. _ arene available in rock 
quarry on right. 


6m. 2.95 (250) 


Black Bear Creek. Place to camp on south 
end of bridge. This’creek, one of the main 
tributaries to Big Salt Lake, can be fished 
from the bank except for the lower 2 miles. 


_ The best spots to fish in the lower part of the 


creek are its mouth, 200:yards upstream from 
the bridge and in a meadow 1-1 /2 miles from 
the mouth. Salmon runs start in mid-July. 


10.1 (24.4). 


Nice view of Big Salt Lake. 


J) mp. 123 (22.2) 


Steelhead Creek. Due to the undergrowth, 
fishing access along the banks is difficult. 


Between Steelhead Creek and Control Lake 
the road climbs through large creek bottom 
type timber into a muskeg-scrub timber type. 
Many varieties of wild flowers are evident 
during the summer in the muskegs near 
ontrol Lake. é 

S) Mp. 1 0.9 18.0) the easterly 
shore. During ‘August, you will find good 
salmon fishing in the mouth of the creek at 
the southeast end of the lake. 


(e mp.24.6(9.8) 


17.0 (18.3) 


Large rock crusher site on left provides ample 
room to park and camp. 


40) mop. 176 (17.7) 


Control Creek. 


18.3(18.0) 


Control Creek. Good red salmon fishing in 
August. 


Amp. 18.6 46.7) 


Balls Tp on Left. Accessible only by cartop 
boat or canoe. 


22.2 (13.1) 


‘ 1040.3) Creek. ya 
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ionof Rio Beaver road to right. Mile- 


\ head trout and Dolly Varden. 
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(3) mp. 28.2(6.2) 


Junction of Lake Ellen road to right. 


4)mp. 29.6148) 


Spur road to left provides access to a parking 
and camping area adjacent to Thorne River. 
This river is one of the most famous sports 
fishing” streams in southeast Alaska and is 
widely noted for its excellent steelhead and 
salmon ™ ‘fishing: * it 
terminus of the Honker Divide canoe trail. 


‘This trail i is a 33-mile lake and Stream system 


which can provide the. back country ex- 


periences associated with canoeing. 


This combination of associated stream and 
lake systems provide a wide diversity of fish 
and wildlife habitat. The sport fish enthusiast 
will find that the streams and lakes support 
major populations of chum, pink, sockeye, 
and silver (coho) salmon, cutthroat and steel- 
This system 
“is. an important nesting and resting area for 
waterfowl, including Trumpeter swans. 


is also” the southern 2%, & 


The “trail” encompasses two river systems 


and several lake-stréam complexes. The two 
river systems, Hatchery Creek and Thorne” 
River, include about ’4,000 acres of standing 
water which provide excellent water-oriented 
recreational opportunities. Hatchery Creek 
flows north through Honker, Butterfly, 
Hatchery and Sweetwater Lakes before enter- 
ing Barnes Lake, which is really saltwater. 
Thorne River flows’ south through Twin, 
Thome, and Big Island Lakes before it enters 
saltwater at Thorne Bay. Thorne River is 


_». the largest island river..system in southeast 
’ “Alaska. 
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Public cabins on Honker, Barnes and Sweet- 
water Lakes are popular not only for sport 
fishing but also for deer and black bear hunt- 
ing. These cabins are available by reservation 
only. 


This is a challenging and strenuous trail which 
is not developed. It is difficult, requires 


portage and should only be attempted by an 
experienced canoeist. To travel the entire 
trail from Thorne River to Barnes Lake 
would take about 4 days of steady traveling. 


29.8 (4.6) 


Thorne River bridge. 


45)mp. 30.0 (4.4) 


Spur road to left. ‘ 

rs 
30.4 (4.0) 
Falls Creek bridge. Good fishing at its con- 
fluence with Thorne River. 
Spur road to left is not open to vehicles its 
entire length. However, this road does loop 
and connect with the 5200 road system north 
of the Thorne Bay camp, making it an ex- 
cellent foot and motor bike trail. 


mp. 30.7 @.7) 


Gravelly Creek recreation area. Developed 
area for picnicking and tent camping at the 
confluence of Gravelly Creek and Thorne 
River. Good fishing mid-April through Sept- 
ember. 


31.0(34) 


Gravelly Creek bridge. 
Nice view of the head of Thorne Bay on right. 
Good place to see bears in spring and fall. 


47) mp.331 43) 


Spur road to right provides access to a high 
point overlooking Thorne Bay camp. This 
road also proceeds to within 200 yards of 
a lone tree containing an eagle nest. The 


slope in front of the tree was logged in 1963 
by a method of logging known as ‘“‘A-Frame.”’ 
This method uses two large poles (in the 
shape of an A) which are erected on a raft 
and support a cable for yarding (dragging) 
the logs to the beach. No roads are con- 
structed for this method of logging. The 
trees surrounding the eagle tree were not 
cut. 


The next activity near the tree was the 
infamous 1968 Thanksgiving Day storm. 
This storm ripped through southeast Alaska 
with winds in excess of 100 MPH. Apparently 
eagles are good judges of windfirm trees, 
though, because when the winds stopped all 
the trees surrounding the nest tree were cn 
the ground, leaving the lone tree you see 
today. The fallen trees were salvaged in 1971. 
Man’s activity apparently has not disturbed 
the birds a great deal because they have 
produced young every year in spite of logging, 
road building etc., in Thorne Bay. 


33.4 (0.9) 


A dry land storage area. Logs are stored in 
this manner to reduce the impact on the 
marine life caused, in some instances, by 


storing logs in the water. The logs are stored 
on dry land until they are assembled in the 


water as rafts for transportation to the 
Ketchikan mills. 


m.p.34.3(0.0) 


Thorne Bay. This is the ‘‘town” that was 
moved from Hollis in 1960. It is the largest 
logging camp in North America and is now a 
“community” of 500 persons. A commissary, 
bunkhouse, family homes, cookhouse, repair 
facilities, gas station, schools and a church 
form this company town. Proceed another 
1/4 mile around the bay to reach the Forest 
Service office and residences. 


Forest Development Road (FDR) 5200 goes 


FDR 5200 


sal creek 


(8)mp.0.0 10.0) 


Junction of FDR 5200 with FDR 5500 at 
Thorne Bay. 


(2) mp. 1.6(84) 


Junction of FDR 5200 and FDR 5202. Keep 
right for Sal Creek. 

View of Lake Salamander to right. Turnout 
provides parking area. Easiest access to lake is 
through standing timber. 

Slide Creek bridge. Scenic view of Clarence 
Straits. Good beach combing can be found 
by following beach north for the next 4 miles. 


Pullout provides a nice spot to park and 
camp. 


(3mp.5.7(43) 


Excellent tent camping and picnic area. 
Grassy area under large spruce and hemlock 
trees up from sandy beach. Large parking 
area. 


(4)m.p 10.0 0.0) 


Road ends at Sal Creek. Rock quarry pro- 
~~ \ vides parking and camping area. Creek runs 
\ ‘through meadow which has a large variety of 
XK wildflowers. Good place to see bears in the 
“spring and fall. 


FDR 5202 & 5054 


(2)mp.0.0 27) 


Junction of FDR 5200 and FDR 5202. Take 
left fork. 

1.7 0.0) 

Large meadow area with pond and creek. 
Turnout and quarry provide room to park and 
camp. 


8mp22 05). 


Junction of FDR 5054 to left. Keep right. 


~40°@3) 


“@mp 27 (0) 


Road closed at this point. Smail road to left 
goes down to.creek. 


6)mp. 0.204) 


Excellent parking area for camping overlook- 
ing a large muskeg and pond, Old trapper’s 
cabin on.far side of muskeg is an excellent 
example of ‘log house construction of years 
_ago. Good tent camping area in small grove 
oftrees. 


Gravelly Creek bridge: q ‘ 


©mp.13 0) 


“Road blocked at 3 ( point. Place to turn 


“around. You folks with trail bikes and 


4-wheel drive vehicles can proceed to ‘Thorne 
Bay road. alll 
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FDR 5062 


rio beaver road 
42)mp.0.0(5.5) 


Junction of FDR 5500 (Thorne Bay road) 
and Rio Beaver Road. FDR 5062 keep left 
traveling from Thorne Bay. 


06 49) 


Junction of spur road to left. 


0.7 (4.8) 


Junction of spur road to right. 


(2) mp.0.8 47) 


Coho Creek crossing. 


0.9 (4.6) 


Parking area, ample room for camping. 


22 (3.3) 


Large quarry. Plenty of room for parking 
and camping. 


@)mp.31 (2.4) 


Junction of spur to right. 


45 (1.0) 


Quartz Creek. 


(4)mp. 5.5.0) 


Small Creek. Slide blocks road in 1/10 mile. 
Turn around here. 


FDR 5500 


Q)mp.0.0 14.1) 
Junction of FDR 5000 and FDR 5500 at 
Control Lake. 
3.8 (10.3) 
Summit of Cross-Island Highway system 
elevation 853 feet. 


(2)mp.4.7 @.4) 


Junction of Staney Creek road and Shaheen 
Creek road. Keep to right for Staney Creek 
cabin. Road parallels east fork Staney Creek. 
Keep left for Shaheen Creek. 


5.8 (83) 


Junction spur road to left. 


6.6 (7.5) 


Junction spur road to right. 


| Large meadow on right. Creek flows through 
but access is difficult due to deep ditches. 


9.0 (61) 


Junction of spur road to right. 


(3)mp9942) 


Junction of FDR 5530 with FDR 5500 road. 
Take FDR 5530 left for Staney Creek cabin. 
See log starting on page 30. Log continues 
to end of FDR 5500. 


(4)mp. 10.2 (39) 


Holmgren Lake on left. 


10.2 (3.2) 


Beaver ponds in meadow to right. 


12.9 (1.2) 
Quarry on left overlooking small muskeg. 
Place to park and camp. 


13.3 (0.8) 
Large muskeg area to right. Good spot to see 
deer. 


13.5 (0.6) 


Spur road to right. 


6)mp.14.1 (0.0) 


End of main road FDR 5500. 


Backtrack 4.2 miles to junction of FDR 5530 
for Staney Creek cabin. 


FDR 5530 & 5410 


staney creek cabin 
Shaheen creek road by reservation only. It can be reached by a 
short walk from the end of the logging spur 


(3) M.p. exe) 5. 2) by taking an informal trail to the right 


Junction of FDR 5530 with FDR 5500. through the clearcut, and along the meadow 
04 (48) adjacent to Staney Creek. Staney Creek is an 


Beaver ponds to left. or cplenietisht reaniy iol larpecnuribers 

6) mM Dp O 6 (4 6) of trout lurking in its waters. Steelhead and 
es Ss e e Sal n b f d . , t ‘ 

Shaheen Creek road to the left. Take FDR mon can be found in season. It is a good 


area to vie ildlife; black b d Sitk 
5530 to the right for Staney Creek cabin. TLE pCR eo ecx seat) And hota 


blacktail deer are commonly seen during 


11 (4.1) . 2 
LI G4) Staney Creek. fis HARES 


@ mp.12 (4.0) 4)mp. 1000) 


Junction of Shaheen Creek road. Turn left 
for Thorne Bay. Turn right for Shaheen 
Creek. 


Junction of spur road to right. Keep left for 
Staney Creek cabin. 


(8)m.p.4.00.8) 


Crossroads. Stay straight for cabin. Spur 
| road to left provides good access to Staney 
Creek. 


| (Q)mp 4.9(03) 


nction of spur road to right. Keep left for 


cabin. 


40) m.p. 5.2(0.0) 


nd of spur. Staney Creek cabin is one of the 
few Forest Service public outlying cabins that 
is accessible by road. The cabin is available 
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FDR 5400 


shaheen creek 
(@)mp.0.0 @3) 


Junction of FDR 5400 and FDR 5500. 


0.2 (G1) 


North fork Staney Creek. 


Halfway House. This is a U, S. Forest Service 
field camp which has radio contact with 
Ketchikan. 
Small lake on right and large quarry area on 
left with ample space for parking and 
camping. 

Neat muskeg on right. Parking area for camp- 
ing on spur to left. 


mp.3.0 6.0) 


FDR 5409 is spur road to the left. 


aur 


FDR oo is spur road to the ripe: 


be Junction: of FDR 5410 i right. Keep right 
for Shaheen Creek. See mileage log below for 


~ FDR 5400 to FL.t 5414. 


51 (4.2) 


FDR 5411 is spur road to right. 


©) mp.53 4.0) 


FDR 5414 to spur road to the left. 


7) mp.5.8 6.5) 


North Fork of Staney Creek. Silver salmon 
falls. Base of falls is good place to catch sal- 
mon during mid-July through August. 

10 

1023) pit with ample room for parking 
and camping over-looking meadow on left of 
road. 


G)mp. 7.320) 


Junction of FDR 5410 and FDR 5418. Keep 
to left for Shaheen Creek. FDR 5410 to right 
leads to FDR 5530. 

7.7(1.6) 

View of lake on right. 

8.0 (1.3) 

Large rock quarry on left with a nice muskeg 
behind it. Good place to camp. 


2) m.p. 9.30.0) 


Staney Creek. Check road sign for use 
restriction at this point. Good fishing spot 
with ample room to park and camp 


| FDR 5400 & 5414" 


mp. 0.0 (1.6) 


Junction of FDR 5400 and FDR 5410. 
South fork Staney Creek runs parallel to road. 
Good fishing area. 


1.303) 


Large muskeg area. Good deer hunting in 
October. 


43 mp. 1.6(0.0) 


Junction of FDR 5414. Check road sign for 
| use restriction. FDR 5414 loops to FDR 
32 5410 at milepost 5.3. 
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